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TECHNICAL FOCUS: LIGHTING

Casting a

New Light on
Niagara Falls

By: Sharon Stancavage

One of the wonders of the world is
enlivened with new technology

Niagara Falls, consisting of Canada’s
Horseshoe Falls and, on the US side,
the American Falls and Bridal Veil
Falls, was initially illuminated in 1860.
“We found a program from 1925,”
explains Alan Mclntosh, of Toronto,
Ontario-based Mulvey and Banani
Lighting, one of four firms involved in
updating the falls’ lighting. “At that
time, it was done manually; each fix-
ture along the shore had an operator
or two, and they would respond to a
blown whistle. One whistle meant they
were to start a section of the program.

Two whistles meant they needed to
stop or move the fixture around in a
pattern, creating motion. That's how
they created effects.” Over the years,
the lighting was updated, the last time
with Xenon fixtures. The results were
still somewhat dim and inconsistent.

Nick Puopolo, president of Toronto-
based Salex, a lighting and control
manufacturing representative for archi-
tectural clients, says, “We approached
the Niagara Falls people years ago,
thinking that might be an opportunity
to do something. We didn’t have a
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